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Hello Parents of the 56ers!  

We’re excited to continue this exciting first year of 56ers with you and your children.  We had a great first semester getting to know one another through singing, prayer, and studying the Bible with A LOT of laughing and playing.  

We’re going to continue studying the Life of Jesus this semester by reading stories from the four gospels and engaging your kids in conversation and activities.  We’ll also be throwing in some parties and play days so we can break down some of the relational walls that naturally exist between people.  If we go off of our schedule it is typically because I’m teaching in the main service and the 56ers may be joining the adults that morning in the auditorium to support me and hear me teach.  We won’t skip a lesson but go back to the one we missed and roll on from there. 

A lot of what you’re going to read below is from the Fall Parent Curriculum but it is definitely information worth repeating!  
I’m so glad to be on board with you to help make a spiritual impact in your son’s/daughter’s life.  I view my role, as well as the volunteers working with the 56ers, as coming alongside of you.  YOU—not us—are the most important person in helping your kid(s) form their faith.  Kids whose parents engage them in conversations about their (the kid’s) faith and their own (the parents’) faith have a greater chance of their faith sticking as they grow up.  

Sociologist Dr. Christian Smith of Notre Dame conducted a nationwide telephone survey of 3,290 teens and their parents—as well as 250 in-depth interviews—and found the following information:  

“Most teenagers and their parents may not realize it, but a lot of research in the sociology of religion suggests that the most important social influence in shaping young people‘s religious lives is the religious life modeled and taught to them by their parents.”
  (Emphasis mine)
The 56ers aren’t teenagers yet but this is definitely important information for parents of kids of all ages!

We here at CTV want to help you have those conversations.  That’s why we made this parent curriculum.  This isn’t meant to be an exhaustive exercise to add to your already busy week:  there isn’t any homework; there are no checkboxes to complete.  Instead, we want you to be informed about what’s going on in the 56ers every week.  We’ll give you the scripture we’re discussing (under “Read It”) and let you know a little of what we’re doing each week (under “Know It”).  We also will give you some suggestion conversation starters (under “Ask It”).
Here are a few tips to get you started:

1. LISTEN AND ASK QUESTIONS

Fight the urge to lecture when it arises.  Your kids are getting ready to start taking ownership of their faith in the next few years.  Some may have already started that process.  They need to know that you are a safe person to talk about their faith with and to ask questions that may be difficult to answer about people, God, church, etc.  

What is helpful at this stage is for you to ask them questions, like:

· How was 56ers today?

· What did you talk about?

· Did you learn anything new?

Of course by having the information in this packet, you’ll know a little about what they talked about but it’s always best to have them talk first and you listen.  

Here’s a good principle for this:  Never explain something to your kid if you can ask a question instead.  

2. ASKING QUESTIONS CAN PAY OFF…BIG TIME!  BUT IT DOESN’T STOP THERE! 

Vital to this process of talking with your kid(s) is that you also share about YOUR own faith.  That means you shouldn’t just grill your kid(s) with questions.  You should discuss your own faith journey, what you’re learning, as well as your ups and downs with it.  For instance, you could share what you learned in church that day and then let your kid(s) ask questions.

3. WEAVE CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FAITH AS YOU DO LIFE TOGETHER

Do your best to touch on things you may have learned or your kid(s) learned throughout the week as you do life together.  That way, talks about faith and what they (or you!) are learning happen throughout the week and not just on Sundays or at a designated time.  
A great way for you and your kid(s) to live out your faith daily is to weave conversations about faith throughout your conversations.  Don’t turn into a religious fanatical nut and only talk about faith.  Instead, bring something up if it helps point towards what you or they are learning. 

This whole process may be frustrating at first.  Your kid(s) may wonder (in their heads and maybe even out loud), “What the heck are they trying to do?”  Be 
persistent and patient and show grace when needed.  Know that people are praying for you.  Take time to laugh and play with your kids.  Sometimes the best questions pop up when you’re just together and hanging out!
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or for more info. 
I’m excited to be here partnering with you to reach your kids for Jesus!

Johnny Johnston
Family Ministries Pastor

johnny@chitv.org 
610.345.1102 (o)

484.667.6160 (c)
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Johnny’s preaching in the main service—56ers are invited to come!

January 9
Topic:
Follow the Leader:  The Disciples

Read It:
Mark 3:17, 10:35-37, 41; Luke 9:54; John 1:40-42, 1:45-49, 6:8-9,

11:14-16, 12:21-23, 14:5-6, 20:20-28
Know It:
Today, we’re going to be looking at some of the disciples and some of the cool things they did.  We’ll look at James and John (Mark 3:17, 10:35-37, 41; Luke 9:54), Andrew (John 1:40-42, 6:8-9, 12:21-23), Nathanael (John 1:45-49), and Thomas (John 11:14-16, 14:5-6, 20:20-28).  We’ll be moving around the room and reading verses at different stations.  We’re going to ask them which of the disciples seems the most like them.

Ask It:
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What were some of the things the disciples you read about did?

· Do you think it would have been hard or easy to be a disciple walking around with Jesus?  Why or why not?

· Which of the disciples did you think was most like you?  Why?

· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

January 16
Topic:
Carrying Friends to Jesus:  The man let down through the roof

Read It:
Luke 5:17-26

Know It:
Today, we’re going to look at the story of the friends who lowered their buddy (who can’t walk) through the roof of a house so Jesus can heal him.  Jesus heals their friend, it says, because of their faith.  They had faith that Jesus could heal their friend so they acted on it.  We want the kids to identify themselves with someone in the story:

· The man on the mat in need of Jesus

· The Pharisees, confused about who Jesus is

· The friends, carrying the man, helping their friend find Jesus

· The crowd, watching what’s going on
We also want the kids to make a “spiritual wish list” of changes they’d like to see in their lives.

Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· Do you think this story is hard or easy to believe?  Why?

· What do you think it would be like to carry someone to Jesus?

· Which character(s) in the story do you think you’re most like right now? 

· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!
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January 23
Topic: 
Get Up and Walk
Read It:
John 5:1-15; Mark 3:1-5
Know It:
Today, we’ll be reading the story about a man Jesus healed who could walk and had been waiting in the same spot for 38 years to be healed.  Craziness.  We live in a culture where personal health, happiness, and safety are some of our highest goals BUT people still get sick, injured, and experience intense sorrow.  How do you respond to being sick?  How about your kids?  How do they respond to others being sick?  How do they respond to people who are in wheelchairs, crippled, or different from them?  
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What do you think you’re like when you’re sick?  Are you grumpy?  Do you want to be left alone?  Do you want help?  Maybe something else?
· Do you think God could heal any disease?  Why do you think people still die from being sick?
· How do you think we could help others who are sick (with little things like colds or bigger diseases that could be terminal)?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

January 30
Topic:
You’re Beautiful:  Sermon on the Mount Part I
Read It:
Matthew 5:1-12
Know It:
Matthew 5 is the beginning of Jesus’ longest continual teaching (lot’s of red letters in the Bible for this one).  It is called the Sermon on the Mount.  Today, we’ll be looking at the beginning of this sermon by looking at the Beatitudes.  This is a series of “blessed’s” to show the qualities of what a righteous person should have.  These are what Jesus would call Kingdom of Heaven values.  I would strongly recommend reading through these with your kids and noticing how different these values are from the rest of the world.

  

Ask It:

· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What’s one Beatitude that stuck out to you?  Why?  (You’ll probably need to read them out loud together).
· Do you think it’s easy or hard to do the things Jesus says in the Beatitudes?  How important do you think it is to live out what Jesus teaches?  Why?
· Is there a Beatitude on the list you think you’re good at?  How can you keep doing that?  Is there one that is hard for you?  Let’s pray for Jesus to help you be able to do that!
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

February 6
Topic:
Being Spiritual:  Sermon on the Mount Part II 
Read It:
Matthew 6:1-24
Know It:
We’ll be covering a lot of ground today!  Helping the poor, prayer, fasting, and money are all covered in Matthew 6:1-24.  Jesus just plows right through them and they are all SUPER important.  You could actually break up each topic throughout the week and cover one a day.  On Monday you could talk about helping the poor, Tuesday about prayer, and so on.  Remember to ask questions first and listen!
Ask It:
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· How do you think someone becomes poor?  What do you think Christians are supposed to do for them?
· How important do you think it is to pray?  Read Matthew 6:5-13 and ask, what are some things Jesus tells us to pray?
· What does it mean to fast?  What are some things you can fast from besides food (tv, video games, Facebook, etc.)?  Why do you think someone would fast from something?

· What’s more important:  God or money?  What if you have all money and no God?  What if you have all God and no money?  Do you think you can have both at the same time?  How?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

February 13
FUN DAY

Today, we’ll be focusing in on relationships, hanging out, and getting to know each other better.  It’s the day before Valentine’s Day so we’ll be focusing on love.  What is love really?  We say things like I LOVE CHEESEBURGERS!  Really?  Do you love them like you love your parents?  How about like you love God?
February 20
Topic: 
The Treasure Hunt:  Sermon on the Mount Part III
Read It:
Matthew 6:19-21, 24, 33; Luke 12:6-7; Hebrews 11:24-26
Know It:
Where does our treasure lie?  The church answer is in heaven.  We can all say that because we know we’re supposed to on some level.  But this question is typically answered with our lives.  What treasures will last the longest in this life?  Your video games?  Your friends?  A car?  Where you live? Your relationship with God?  We all need certain things to survive and get around, but where our treasures lie, our hearts will follow.
Ask It:
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· Who do you think is one of the richest people in the world (with money)?  Can you think of someone who is rich and doesn’t have a lot of money?  Why are they rich in your opinion?
· What are some things that you value most?
· What do you think this means:  Your treasure is in heaven.
· Can God really give you everything you need?  Why or why not?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!
February 27
Topic:  
Trust:  Sermon on the Mount Part IV
Read It:
Matthew 6:25-34, 7:24-27
 

Know It:
Today, we’re going to dive into the topic of worry and see what Jesus has to say about it.  Do you worry?  About what?  Do you think your kids worry?  Do you think they worry about the same things as you or different things?  Even if your kid’s worries seem juvenile, they are still very real to them.  How can you help walk them through their worries with the words in Matthew 6:25-34?
Ask It:

· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What are some things you worry about?  Why do you think you worry about those things?
· What does Jesus tell us about worrying (you may need to read the verses together)?  Does this mean we should never worry about anything?  Why or why not?
· What do you think it means to seek God first (Matthew 6:33)?  How can you do this?
· Do you think you’re a house built on the sand or a house built on the rock?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

March 6
Topic:
Forgiveness at the Master’s Feet
Read It:
Luke 7:36-50
Know It:
Today, we’ll be talking about sin by looking at the story of the immoral woman who anointed Jesus’ feet with her tears and perfume.  This woman is a known sinner but Jesus tells us that her sins are forgiven (even though they are many).  Jesus is making a mighty claim here:  forgiving the sins of people.  That is something only God can do.  He is making a huge statement about His love and who He is.
Ask It:

· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What do you think sin is (three definitions from the Bible:  missing the mark, rebelling against God, twisting what God intended)?  Why do you think people sin?
· Do you think some sins are worse than others?  Why?

· How should we be punished for our sin?  Because of Jesus, what happens to our sin?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!  
March 13
Topic:
Be Careful What You Say
Read It:
Matthew 12:35-37; Psalm 19:14; 2 Timothy 2:14
Know It:
Our words and actions tell a lot about what’s important to us.  We can say the right answers and do the right things because we think we should– but that doesn’t last.  What we say and what we do should flow out of what is already going on inside of us!  Christians can focus a lot on the external stuff: saying the right things, doing the right things, or looking a certain way when what’s really important is what’s inside of us.  What’s inside should produce good things on the outside.  What we put in our bodies (what we watch, play, listen to, etc.) has a big implications for what comes out of us.
Ask It:
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· In your opinion, which is better:  Doing good things because you think you should or doing good things because you want to.  Why?
· How do you decide what to watch on tv or the computer or what music to listen to?  Do you think what you watch or listen to has an impact on you?
· How powerful are the things you say?  How about the things you do?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

March 20

FUN DAY

How about some post-St. Patrick’s Day fun?  We’ll be using the holiday as an excuse to play together and hang out!  We love getting to know your kids by being goofy with them.


March 27
Topic:
Good Deeds From an Unlikely Source:  The Good Samaritan
Read It:
Luke 10:25-37; Proverbs 11:17; Zechariah 7:9; Romans 12:5
Know It:
How willingly helpful is your kid?  Obviously kids are “supposed” to butt heads about doing things like chores or cleaning their rooms.  It’s a part of growing up – especially when they become teens.  They’re figuring out who they are and having someone tell them what to do all the time causes natural tension.  So how do you get pre-teens and teens to help AND do it willingly?  By modeling and Practice!  They need to see you helping around the house–that’s the modeling.  They also need space to practice helping outside of the house.  When was the last time your family helped out somewhere together?  Have you ever done a service project together?  Make serving and helping those in need a part of your lifestyle as a family and watch your kids be transformed!
Ask It:
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· Do you like helping around the house or would you rather someone else take care of your chores?  Why do you think that is?
· Do you like helping other people?  Why or why not is it important to help other people?  What do you think it means to show mercy to someone?
· What are some ways we can start helping people at home and everywhere else?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

April 3
Topic:
Mustard Seed Kingdom:  Small to Great
Read It:
Mark 1:15, 4:26-32, 10:14-16; Romans 14:17

Know It:
Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God a lot.  Sometimes we can get caught thinking that the Kingdom of God is somewhere else or something that will come someday but Jesus tells us that it’s here NOW!  Not only is it here now—it’s growing!  The cool thing is that we, as Christians, get to help introduce this kingdom to others around us.  One day, God’s Kingdom will be here in it’s fullness but until then we need to show the world around us what that Kingdom will be like!
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What things do you have to do to help a seed grow?  How about helping a person grow?
· Jesus said that the Kingdom of God is here NOW.  Pretty cool.  How can we help the Kingdom of God grow? (Romans 14:17 could be helpful here)
· What do you think happens if Christians don’t show people what God’s kingdom is like?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

April 10
Topic:
Jesus Provides:  The Feeding of the 5,000
Read It:
John 6:5-15
Know It:
One of Jesus’ most familiar miracles is when he feeds 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish.  Not only does this display Jesus’ awesome power, it shows us how he provides for people in a loving, practical way.  The disciples were freaking out because they knew everyone needed to eat and they didn’t know what to do.  This was a big task!  Who do you trust in when a task seems too large?
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· How do you think you would have reacted if you were one of Jesus’ disciples and you watched him feed 5,000 people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish?
· Feeding 5,000 people is a HUGE job.  Can you think of something you had to do (homework, chores, etc.) that seemed like it was too much for you to handle?  What happened?
· Jesus provides food for the people in the story.  How do you think Jesus provides for you everyday (besides just food)?  When you feel overwhelmed, how can Jesus provide for you?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

April 17
Topic:
The Ultimate Sacrifice:  The Death of Jesus on the Cross
Read It:
Matthew 27:27-58
Know It:
Next Sunday is Easter so we’re going to jump to the end of the story – so to speak.  Today we will spend time talking about Jesus’ death on the cross.  We’ll be looking at how others around him reacted AND how He reacted.  Take some time and read through one of the crucifixion stories with your kids this week.  THEN have your family join us at CTV for our Good Friday prayer activity.  Check for details on CTV’s website.
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· Where are some different places you see crosses?  What do you think they mean in each of those different places?
· Why do you think Jesus had to die?  Do you think God could have done this differently? 
· What does Jesus’ death on the cross have to do with being a Christian?  What does Jesus rising from the dead have to do with being a Christian?

· Would you say you’re a Christian?  Why?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!


April 24
Family Day:  It’s Easter.  No 56ers today.  Today is definitely a day when you should be with your family in church.  See you next week!
May 1
Topic:
Do You Believe in Miracles?:  Jesus the Healer 
Read It:
Matthew 15:29-31; Mark 8:22-26
Know It:
Do you believe in miracles?  It is rare for someone to see a miracle like the healings we read about in the Bible.  Does that mean miracles don’t happen anymore?  I think God is doing miracles around us all the time.  The question is if we have eyes to see those miracles.  I also think God can do miracles through us – if we let Him.  Sometimes, us just remembering to rely on God throughout the day is a miracle.
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· Do you think you’ve seen a miracle happen?  What was it.  If you haven’t, do you think miracles still happen today?
· What’s a miracle you heard about that Jesus did in the Bible?  Do you believe that it’s true?  Why or why not?
· Do you think people trusting in God and becoming Christians is a miracle?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!
May 8
Topic:
Stepping Out of the Boat:  Jesus and Peter Walk on the Water
Read It:
Matthew 14:22-36
Know It:
How would you define faith?  Peter was Jesus’ “right-hand” man but he certainly had his ups and downs.  The story we’re reading today follows Peter as he steps out of a boat in the middle of a lake because he had faith he could walk on the water towards Jesus (Jesus was already out on the water).  Some-times we feel like we’ve taken the step out of the boat towards Jesus but now we’re sinking.  Peter sank too.  He focused on the wind and the waves and took his eyes off Jesus.  The cool thing is that Jesus was right there to lift him up.
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· How would you define faith?  What are some things you think you have faith in?
· Do you think you would have stepped out on the water to try and walk towards Jesus?  Why or why not?  Do you think it would have been scary?
· Can you name a time when you had faith in Jesus and trusted him with something?  How did you decide to trust in Jesus in that situation?

· What are some things in your life that distract you from following Jesus (for Peter it was the wind and waves)?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

May 15
Topic:
I AM:  The Seven “I AM” Statements of Jesus
Read It:
John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7-9, 11-14; 11:25-26; 14:6; 15:1,5
Know It:
In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes some huge claims about who He is.  We’re going to have the 56ers go through the Bible verses above and discover the seven “I AM” statements of Jesus and then talk about what it means.  Can you find them?

John 6:35:

________________________________________________

John 8:12:

________________________________________________

John 10:7-9:
________________________________________________

John 10:11-14:
________________________________________________

John 11:25:

________________________________________________

John 14:6:

________________________________________________

John 15:5:

________________________________________________
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· What are some things that define who you are?  For example, if people were asked, “What is (Your name) like?” What would they say?
· What is one of the I AM statements Jesus made that you remember?  What stuck out to you about that particular statement? 
· Do you think you could explain Jesus to a friend who didn’t know Him using one or more of the I AM statements?  How would you do it?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

May 23
Topic:
“You are the Christ!”: Peter’s Confession
Read It:
Matthew 16:13-19
Know It:
The story we’re reading today involves Jesus giving his disciples a pop quiz.  He turns and asks them who they think He is.  A lot of people were trying to figure out exactly who Jesus was and the disciples were in the same boat.  Sometimes they understood Him and sometimes they didn’t.  Peter, in one of his better moments, confesses that Jesus is the Son of God – the Christ (also known as the Messiah).  Who do you think your kids would say Jesus is?  Is He their Savior or is He like a Coke machine that you can go to and get something out of it whenever you want?  Is He the Son of God or someone who just wants them to feel good?
Ask It: 
· What did you do at 56ers today?

· What did you learn today?

· Who do you think Jesus is?  How do you know that?
· Do you think church is important?  Why or why not?  

· Do you like going to church?  Do you think you’ll go to church when you grow up?  What kind of church?
· How has 56ers and CTV helped you grow in your faith and learn about Jesus?
· Don’t forget to share what YOU  learned today!

May 29
FUN DAY

We’ll be watching a good, clean, movie this day complete with 

popcorn.  More details to come!
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Hey Parents!





CTV’s Ash Wednesday Service is on Wednesday, March 9 @ 7 pm.  Plan now to come to this family-friendly evening of reflection and spiritual growth. 





(Think about it…When was the last time you acted like a nut with your kids?  It doesn’t have to be anything weird or in public.  When did you just play with them with no agenda?  Shoot hoops with goofy shots or play a board game but make up your own rules.  Have a blast!





Checking In…





How is this going?


Email me—I want to hear from you! johnny@chitv.org





Happy New Year!





Are you ready for �the teen years?





Come hear Duffy Robbins—teen expert, teacher, and professor—speak on understanding today’s teens:  Thursday, February 17 @ CTV.  Buy your ticket today!!








Mark The Dates


(Two ORANGE Events You Don’t Want to Miss!)





April 21:  Maundy Thursday Dinners (sign up in the lobby)


April 22:  Good Friday Walk Through @ CTV








� 	Christian Smith with Melinda Lundquist Denton, Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (New York: Oxford Press, 2005), 56.
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